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should definitely state its position with regard to the suggestion for a round
table conference.
Mr. Gandhi left it to the committee to adopt motions on the lines
suggested by the two parties for he had not himself been able to draft resolu-
tions which could meet their wishes. He said telegrams had passed between
him, Pandit Malaviya, Mr. Das5 Maulana AbulKalamand Mr. Shyam Sunder
Ghakravarty on the subject of a round table conference. He had agreed with
Messrs Das and Ghakravarty to waive the hartal on the 24th of this month
provided the notifications regarding the disbandment of volunteers and the prohi-
bition of public meetings were withdrawn, and the prisoners undergoing im-
prisonment as a result of these notifications released. Mr. Gandhi said that
he went a step further in his demand and wanted the falwa prisoners, including
the Karachi prisoners, also to be released because it was from the time of the
Karachi trial that Government went mad, He added he did not want prot-
ection for those who had committed violence. To another telegram from
Mr. Ghakravarty saying that oa certain conditions Calcutta opinion favoured
a round table conference, Mr. Gandhi had replied that either the conference
should take place unconditionally, Government doing whatever it liked and
non-co-operators doing whatever they chose, or, if a truce was essential then
it was necessary that the terms and the composition of the conference were
previously decided and the prisoners including the Karachi prisoners discharged
and the objectionable notifications withdrawn unconditionally.
Continuing, Mr, Gandhi said he wanted to make his position quite clear.
Personally, I have not attached the slightest importance to
the question of a conference. I think that it will be inconsistent
with the dignity of the Congress to pass a resolution about the
conference when there is nothing in the Viceregal pronouncement
to show that the Congress is called upon to make any response*
On the other hand there is nothing in the main resolution, which I
hope you will pass today unanimously in the Congress pandatt which
bangs the door in the face of the Viceroy or anybody who wants a
round table conference, but there is in that resolution some-
thing which is extremely dignifying, namely, that if they want a
round table conference that can only be had if we have cer-
tain indications of a change of heart, that we will really have a
successful result from the conference. It will go hard with us if we
go to a conference and come away from it with absolutely empty
hands, but I assure you I find nothing in the Viceregal pro-
nouncement that inspires me with confidence*
The Viceroy, he continued, had already declared his helplessness over the
Punjab and the Khilafat and had presented the reforms in their face. Of
course there was much in the view that whcu business men put their heads